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Hey, Sonic fans! This is lan Flynn, Sonic 
scribe on Sonic the Hedgehog since 
#160, most of Sonic Universe, and half 
of Sonic X, give or take. l've written about 
some hedgehogs in my time. 


| was first introduced to Sonic through 

the SEGA Genesis games, and then | got 
into the series following the adventures 

of Knuckles and the Chaotix. Back then they 
were way cooler than Sonic in my mind (and 
Pm still a little biased - shhh!) I've been reading the 
comic since the early “906, and now | get to write it. 
How cool is that?! 


| picked out “Mecha Madness" because it's one of my all- 
time personal favorites. Spaz's artwork sets a new standard 
for the comic, and Mike Gallagher's story was hilarious, 
intense and touching all in one go. | hope one day | can tell a 
story as engaging and enduring as this one! 


Now, obviously, the big draw to the story is the multi-round fight with 

Mecha Sonic and the awesorne souped-up roboticized designs for Sonic and 
Knuckles. But this story is important in a lot of other ways. It showed us Sonic 
is still bound by law. It gave us rules on how roboticization works, and gave us 
8 window into Sonic's special connection with the power rings. Mecha Sonic 
would become the blueprints for the Silver Sonic series, and we got more 
insight into the past between Sally and Knuckles. All more excellent 

reasons why this is some of the Best of Sonic! 


lan Flynn 
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+ UNLESS 
YOU WANT TO SEE 
MONARCHY IN 
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NOWAY, SONIC! SALLY TRIED THAT AND IT 
ALMOST DESTROYED US ALL/* WE CAN'T RISK 
A“MECHA-SONIC” ON THE LOOSE ! 
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7C/26 ME AND USING ٢ 
OF КОТОК د‎ NEURO-OVERRIDERS, MY, 
MIND WILL STILL BE FREE! 
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THEN, WITH 
А SUPER-ENHANCED NY 
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> C'MON, IT'LL WORK! WE LET 
ROBOTNIK 42807; 
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POLITICAL =MUMBLE= ALL. 
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N EMBITTERED SONIC RACES AWAY FROM 
THE SECRET VILLAGE OF KNOTHOLE... 
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FACILITY! 
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REMEMBER МЕ, SONIC 2 Т REMEMBER YOU... 
AND YOUR PAL KNUCKLES! 


HE KAYOED ME WHEN I WENT TO 
FLOATING ISLAND ТО FIND THE 
SECOND HALF OF THE 
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‚~ AND НЕ SOON DELIVERED 
THE HATED HEPGEHOG TO 
HIS 3SWICKER!z DOOM! 


r 
GENTLE READER... ծս 
WHERE WERE WE 


AH, WELCOME BACK, 


I WON'T MAKE THE USUAL 
MISTAKES THIS TIME... NO 
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REMARKABLE POWERS HAVE. 
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MULTIPLIED INTO THIS MAGNIFICENT OF COURSE / AFTER MY ENCOUNTER 
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IMAGES TO CONFUSE 
MECHA- SONIC / 


WOW! THAT WON'T 
TRICK HIM FOR LONG--HE'LL. 
IST BLAST THEM ALL UNTIL HE 
NAILS THE REAL US! NICOLE-- 


HAS PHASE IL BEEN 
INITIATE 2 
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‘YOU SHALL Sone 


YALL GOTTA 
GRAB HOLD O' МЕ 
FIRST, TINTOP / 


SUBJECT: B.RABBOT/ROBO 
EMHAUCEMENT INTERRUPTED- | — DOW! 
CURRENTLY FREEDOM FIGHTER. | SURRENPUH LIKE 


AND THAT MOVE Տ 
AIN'T GONNA GET IT, 
BOY! МАН ROBOTIC 
c LEGS CAN TELESCOPE 
ل مه‎ FORE YOLI CAN 
“оша!” A 
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HARUMPH! ALL I NEED 
15 AREMOTE POWER BOOSTER. 


OKAY... JUST Gay THERE WON'T BE 
RELAX, BLINNIE ! ANY KNOTHOLE IN ABOLIT 
YOU PIP YOUR INUTES... LOOK! 
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15 NO MORE! 
CITIZENS OF KNOTHOLE-- 
PREPARE TO BE ELIMINATED TOWARDS THE VILLAGE 
BY MECHA“ SONIC | FAST AND FURIOUS ! 
YOU'RE OURLAS7 AND 
BEST HOPE! 


SURPRISE, SONIC... 
YOUR FELLOW FREECOM 
FIGHTERS ASKED 


ME TO DELIVER THIS TO 
You-- 
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7 | ITS ALL OVER RED! FIRST Г 
TRASH AWOTHOLE. THEN 


MAYBE NOT... THERE'S ONE OPTION 
LEFT! ALTHOUGH IDREAD 


INITIATE “OPERATION 
2467 RESORT “! 


END HERE/ READ ON‏ د 
FOR THE EXCITING‏ 


Written by Michael Gallagher 
Penciled by Pat Spaziante 
Inked by Harvey Mercadoocasio 
Lettered by Jeff Powell 


Om The Way Down?” 
Written by Kent Taylor 
Art by Harvey Mercadoocasio 
Lettered by Vickie Williams 


Sonic's request to 
allow himself to 

Վ be roboticized is 
1 rejected by the 

] Knothole Council. 


Nack the Weasel, 
and taken to 
Robotropolis. 


Robotnik finally 
creates the “real” 
| Mecha-Sonic. 


Mecha-Sonic 
battles Bunnie 
Rabbot on his | ։ 
way to destroy |‘: 
Knothole Village! 
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Knuckles arrives 
— loses his fight 
with Mecha-Sonic. 
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*Describing events in Sonic #39 


ZULPEY-YES, 
M-MAJE: 
/ CATCH, ‘TWAN! 


yOu HAVE წ 
YOUR ORDERS, |. 


MISTER! 


NICOLE! T WANT 
A FULL SWEEP OF 
THE VILLAGE ! 


M^ > 


[о 
YOU BET I АМ-- 
NOW MOVE сит! Є 
evo CV mm թ: ს 
TAND БУ WI 2 
KNUCKLES! 22 


EVACUATED! X 
7 = 


EN! 2 A 
A жолу GAYE TAILS THE : 
CODED ORDER IN اتک‎ 39. 
қо | --едтов 
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YOU ТНЕЕМК? 
‘AVE THEES THING 
BEEN TESTED? 


Е WE DO THIS, 
HAVEN'T WE SUNK 
TO ROBOTNIK'S 
LEVEL? 
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y T'VE ONLY KNOWN 
Ч ONE PERSON WHO COULD 
TAKE DOWN WITH A 
ск KICK 


Ú SIGH THOSE WERE 


ACORN, WOULD 


YEAH... REMEMBER WHEN 
YOUR DAD, KING. 0 


VACATION ON THE FLOATING 
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A TUST WHATAHNEED Жү 
TO REVIVE! 2 


OVERRIDER STANDING BY, 
KNUCKLES-- 


WELI 


ს L WHAT 
Bi, ARE WE WAITING 
FOR? 1 


EXPLAIN IT AFTER 
YOU'VE TURNED ME INTO 
MI 


ECHA- 
KNUCKLES! 


4 SWING LOW 
Д SWEET CHAH-% 
RE-UH- UH! q 


ROBOTNIK ? ENOUGH 
REMINISCING! WE'VE GOT 
WORK TO DO! 


`Y LET ME EXPLAIN 
THE CRAMP IT PUTS 
ON YOAH SOCIAL 
LIFE! 
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ACCELERATION-- 
TARGET STILL 
WITHIN RANGE. 
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OID T DETECT 
SOME HESITATION? YOUR 
ORC! 


YES, YOU MECHA-MORON! Ñ 
YOU ARE MY SLAVE! DOAS 
T SAY IMMEDIATELY! 
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Oh, NEVER MIND. T'LL 


MECHA-KNUCKLES | IN 
CHARGE NOW... AND THE FIRST 
IM бом! 


OBVIOUSLY, YOU 
HAVE RETAINED YOUR 
Я NORMAL ECHIDNA 
PERSONALITY == 


RIGHTIMECHA-SONIC 
HAS ALREADY БАТТЫ 
BUNNIE AND KNUCK 
-А HIS NORMAL FORM 


PLUS YOU LET 
THE ECHIDNA KEEP 
HIS FREE WILL, 
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METAL FATIGUE-- ЇР 
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THIS Guy "t 


INCOMING SPEED SQUARED 
DIVIDED BY ATMOSPHERIC. 
PRESSURE --ADD IMPACT 
ANGLE PLUS ACCELERATION-- Т 


TO PUT IT IN LAYMAN'S TERMS 
7| YOU CAN UNDERSTAND, MECHA- 
KNUCKLES "THIS WALLOP WILL 


SAY "HELLO" 
TO THE NUCLEAR 


HE'S RIGHT, ТМ 
GONNA HIT THE CITY 
AT SUBSONIC SPEED, 
NO WAY TO STOP! 
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BUT T DON'T LIKE TO 
TRAVEL ALONE, MECHA- 
> SONIC! BY INVERTING THE 
POLARITY IN MY CLAWS) 
Z CREATE A MASSIVE 
MAGNETIC FIELD! 


IF IM 

GOING DOWN, 

YOU'RE COMING 
WITH MEL : 


MAGNETIZEDL 


UHHH! I'M 
BEING 


ONE YOU'LL 
FIND IMPOSSIBLE 
7O RESIST! 


COULDN'T HAVE‏ ,هر 
SURVIVED THAT BLAST,‏ 
EVEN IN HIS MECHANIZED‏ 
FORM |‏ 


THEN SONIC», 
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SWATBOTS WERE VAPORIZED. 


FACTORIES AND TOXIC TRASH 
REDUCED TOMOLTEN SLAG, THE 


We (6 FILLED WITH POI: 


GADZOOKS! THAT'S 
THE BIGGEST BACKFIRE 
OF MY ILLUSTRIOUS 
CAREER! 
LUCKY T SAW THE 
INCOMING COMBATANTS 
AND RETREATED TO 
My SHELTER! / 
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TAKE LOTS OF REBUILDING COULD IT ВЕ? DID 
16 THIS? MECHA-SONIC SURVIVE 
THE IMPACT? 
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FOREIGN PART Sen МОТ ONLY. 
THAT, BUT MECHA-SONIC 
UNSELFISHLY TURNED HIM- 
SELF IN FRONT OF ME AS 
WE HIT, TAKING THE FULL 
BRUNT! 


SOMUCH FOR YOUR 
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RETAINED A BIT OF E SS 
HIMSELF 4 LIGHTS 3 
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28227: Т WISH I WAS AS 
CONFIDENT AS IM TRYING TO 
SOUND... THE NUCLEAR FIRESTORM 

WAS NO PICNIC FOR ME, EITHER! 
ZKZZRPTE BUT MECHA- SONIC 
№ 15 CRITICAL! 
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BACK--LOOK! 
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THE HEDGEHOS... / GAL, YOUR FRENDS : 


IN BAD SHAPE 


SONIC |52 Oh, 
KNUCKLES, YOU 
DID IT! 


HATIS MY 

COMPUTER, NICOLE 

АМО SHE'S RIGHT 
ABOUT YOU! 


2 gules SONIC! 
YOU ARE IN 
THERE! 


ALMOST 
READY, 
SALLY! 
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ACHIN 
EVERYTHING! 


SYSTEM 
REVERSED! 
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KEEP AN EYE IT'S REMARKABLE, YOUR 
ON HIM, TAILS/T'LL MAJESTYINICOLE HAS MADE 
BE OVER BY SONIC 1 AN ASTONISHING DISCOVERY 
AND ROTOR! INSIDE SONIC! 


THANK YOU, ROTOR,„AS WE ALL р) 
киош, SONIC RECENTLY AC- 
QUIRED HIS ONE BILLIDITTH 

MAGIC RING! IT TOOK HIM On A 
SURREAL JOURNEY WHEN IT 
BROUGHT HIM BACK TO THIS 
REALITY, THE RING SURROUNDED 
HIM WITH A PROTECTIVE 
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۸٧/04 TO US IT ALSO 
CREATED An INTERNAL SHIELD: 
ALTHOUGH THIS AURA DIDIT. 
PREVENT (MECHAMIZATION, IT 
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ՏՈՂԸ 5 "LIFE FORCE". 
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PENETRATE THE MAGIC ს 
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<2 STILL RESIDES THERE. 
) LSA LL REDE THE 


WEL — 
WONDERFUL ! 
LET'S RETRIEVE 
IT AS, AP! 
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ERR,„WELL-- 
Hmm--OVeR TO 
YOU, ROTOR! 
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Abert. SALLY, NORMALLY ГО HOOK 
UP MECHA-SONIC TO MY LAB FULL OF 
EQUIPMENT AND TRY TO BRING HIM 
BACK... BUT IT'S TOAST ALONG WITH 


THE REST OF KNOTHOLE VILLAGE! ЖУ ET 
m == 28 й 
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ZM LATE FOR MY 

22272 EXPIRATION 
РАТЕ,,, 


YOUR HIGHNESS, I HAVE 
THE DATA... PLUS ME INTO 
MECHA- Sonic AND ти. 
TRY то INSTIGATE THE 
RETRO- PROCEDURE! 


QUIRED ENERGY \ 
WOULD-- 


part LISTEN 
ТО Him, PRINCESS, 
CATCH ME! 


LODK--MACHINBS ARE 
ALWAYS GETTING ABAD 
RAP ВЕОЦПР HERE... 
LET ME TRY! IT'S ОИК 
ONLY CHANCE! 


VERY WELL, My 

LOYAL COMPUTER 

ITS UP TO УОМ-- 
GO FOR IT! 


INTERNAL RING CRUST 

ссеззер,,, S4STEM LNK- 

AGE ALIGNED., OUTPUT 
TO MARIUM: 


AT FIRST, NOTHING 
SEEMED TO BE 
HAPPENING, 


И ESSE) 
ОМ/С THE 
HEDGEHOG! 


IT WORKED! یر" د‎ I WILL BE 
1 ტარ BELIEVE W arter mm- I 
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7 V/CLL,VVCLL,,, 
JOB, | LOOK WHO'S BACK 
1 ЖА AND BLUE! 


WHAT АМ I 
DOING HERE?! 


YOU DON'T HAVE 
TOASK ME TWICE 
1 MIGHT'VE KNOWN 


YOU'D BE 
UNGRATEFUL! 


THAT'S RIGHT--IT'& ME, 
KNUCKLES! GOOD AS NEW! 
^^ Oh, DON'T GET ИР! 


Ն YOU DON'T. 


ს REMEMBER? / 


YEAH, RIGHT! СУМА 
BACK TO YOUR FLOATING 


FORGET IT, SALLY. 
TM FLYING HOME! TILL 


AFTER YOU DUMP "MR, 
CONGENIALITY" THERE! 


HANDEUFFSZ 
HATS THIS SOME 
NICE GOING, HOT- KIND OF JOKE? 
HEADLAFTER KNUX 
SAVED ALL OUR BUTTS! 4 
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| started working at Archie in the winter 
of 1993. As simple as this sounds I 

answered an ad in the paper, and the rest 
is history. 


Some of my favorite moments dealing with 
Sonic in the early years revolved around 
the small steps we were taking to move 
the book to a more action-oriented Comic. | 
never minded the comical overtones of the original 

stories, but being a fan of the games, | had felt that the 

book would benefit from a more adventurous take. Once we 
were able to create titles that were loosely based on the video 
game heritage, Sonic 25, for example, | remember being super 
excited at the future prospects of VG translations, and a book 
that could be rnore representative of a nice amalgam of the 
SatAM cartoons, and the Sega Games. 


Books like the Super Specials and Knuckles Issues were great 
to be there for as well, considering that many people within the 
industry had already preconceived opinions that Sonic, being a 
licensed property, would only last for a limited run - without much growth potential. 
Seeing the book get specialty issues and spin-offs was a great boost to the 
collective talents that had various contributions to the book. 


The "End Game" conclusion you're about to read was the first Sonic project that 
| had worked on where everybody (at the time] from the pool of Sonic Talent had 
gotten to contribute part of the story to shape the book; it was a really unique gig. 


In my years prior to that, | really hadn't worked on a project with 
such a collaborative effort as that particular series. 


It was a really great time to work on Sonic. 


Patrick "Spaz" Spaziante 


Լ the year 3285 the-ambitions of one being have 
affected the fives of Sonic The Hedgehog. his friends 
and ай vhs dwell upon the planct Mobius: 

Up until now. the battle had been fought by a 
code of honor adhered to by the many. 
despite the treachery of the one, 


But-that was then: This 15 now. 


Having lost his beloved by means most foul and 
framed for her apparent murder. Sonic now finds 
himself fighting for redemption against friend 

and fod alike. attempting to prove his innocence and 
ferret out the real villains in the process, 


After surviving a crash landing on his way 
to the Devil's Gulag а relentless pursuit b 
Տե թնո аад his. crack troops, eventually 
making his way to The floating Bland with the 
assistance of the gentle dragon Д 
Senié has come seeking the help of its guardian, 
The ٤ 


Now asthe players assemble for the final act. they 
will all discover there ismothing more dangerous 


than a hedgehog with a canse. 
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IF I'M LUCKY, 
IT'S SOMEONE 
I REALLY MATE, 


THERE’ 5-JUST- ENDUGH- 
ENERGY- FOR-DNE- TEST,-SIR 
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BALA WILL 
BE MINE! 


THAT'S WHAT 
УСЛУ THINK, 
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YOUR HELP TO 


2223 


> 
, 
n EAD?! Е 
== > 


> m 
m 
$c 


N 
“а 


2 š 
AS YOU KNOW, PRAGONS 
ЛЕ ана») 
OF TRUTH AND Z NOW 13 
SONIC 15 NOT LYING ABOUT 
Ի BEING FRAMED? 4 


Маам 


а И) ow WILL YOL LISTEN 
Da лед) OMA Y 
21 DON'T, NI 


THAT'S OKAY, 
DUE ОЙ DONE 


DOESN'T KNOW 
ABOUT OUR 

UNDERGROUND 
AND WATER 
VEHICLES, 


Wee KNOTHOL WE FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS HAVE 


Е!" 
ЕЛГЕ | 


DONE THE 
IMPOSSIBLE 
BEFORE! 


I CAN'T BELIEVE 
HAT OPES 


FOHND ОМ! 
SECRET VILLAGE 
LOCATION: 


WELL WELL 

IC IT ISN'T BLUBBER- 

Қ BREATH AND THE TWO- 
TAILED FREAK! A 


GAME OVER, Ña: 
FRÉEDOM FIGHTERS, 
СК UPSTAIRS 
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AND JOIN THE REST 
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Back when | first saw the Sonic the 
Hedgehog comic in my local drugstore in 
1993, | knew | had to get it. Once | saw 
Scott Shaw's incredibly fun and expressive 
cartooning, | read that first miniseries 
over and over again. It was one of the 
many inspirations that drove me to create 
comics of my own. | started working with 
Archie on the Sonic books in 2005 when I did STH 

issues 160 and 161 and then Sonic X issues 5 and 6. 

Since then, l've drawn a lot of stories. It's not so easy to pick a 
favorite, but | think overall | most enjoyed working on the "Order 
from Chaos” story in STH issues 168 and 169. 


Order from Chaos wasn't too far into my run, but it was with that 
story that | felt | got a good handle on the characters and on doing 
more dynamic page layouts. Designing "A.D.A.M./ Tommy" was а 
fun challenge. On top of all that, these two issues featured my first 
Sonic covers, so "Order from Chaos" held a lot of fun and firsts for 
me. 


Plus, lan's script was a joy to work on. It tied up so many plot points and finally 
brought the notion of seven different-colored Chaos Emeralds into the comic 
continuity. Having tons of green emeralds laying around for all those years made 
them seem not very special, and now they're much harder to come by, and thus, 
much more significant. 


Anonymous revealed, multi-colored pan-galactic Chaos Emeralds, Super Shadow, 
Turbo Tails, Super Sonic, the ultimate, heroic demise of Tommy Turtle - just so 
much to love about this story. I've done several milestone issues and 

a lot of cool stuff on the Sonic books, but "Order from 

Chaos" has a special place in my heart. 
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As | write this, it was exactly three years 
ago to the day that | turned in my first 
work for "Sonic the Hedgehog." | started 
reading the Sonic the Hedgehog comics 
a few years before | was hired to work on 
e series. Jon Gray was the penciller at 
he time and | was a big fan of his work 

n the book. There's so much life and 
nergy in the way he draws the characters 
nd that's not always easy with a book like Sonic the 

ledgehog, which has such a large cast of characters. 

hat large cast was part of what had drawn me to the series 
есаиве it reminded me of the superhero team comics | loved 

s a child. Sonic the Hedgehog has all of the action and drama of 
hose superhero comics and it's fun, too. 
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One of my favorite Sonic stories was the Silver Saga in Sonic 
Universe #25-28. | first heard about the Silver Saga story while 
visiting the Archie Comics office. Paul Kaminski, the editor of 
the Sonic books, told me what lan Flynn had been working on for 
Silver's Sonic Universe arc and it blew me away. When | finally read the 

Silver Saga it more than lived up to the story Paul told me months earlier. The 
thrilling story and amazing art of the Silver Saga make it a highlight of both Sonic 
series' - but what makes it even more special for me is that | got to draw the 
prelude to the story called "Future Tense." 


While "Future Tense" provides the back story for Silver's appearance in the 
"Family Matters" storyline it also sets the stage for the "Silver Saga." It was a lot 
of fun to draw and | hope it was as much fun to read for everyone who loves 
Silver and the rest of the Sonic cast. 
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After nearly twenty years of comics, 

specials and mini-series, SONIC THE — 
HEDGEHOG has hundreds of great stories => 
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some stories stand out among the rest. 
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